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FIERY GROSS O

hU KLUX KLAN
UN CRAGMONT

LAST NIGHT

The Flaming Croas of the Knights
of the Ku Klux Kinn burned last
night on Cragmont rock,

The presence of the flery emblem
' nhove the city marked the holding of
Earter services by the hooded order,
nearly 1600 men appéaring in the
full, white hooded regalin of the
Klansman and announcements made
during the event indicated they were
members of the Berkeley, Oakland
and Richmond Klans, The event
was held at 0:30 o'clock.

So smecretly were plans made for
the rendezvous that only about 2000
person and four traffic ¢fficers wero
there to witness the ceraffidnnes. Be-
fore the knights appeanatthose that
guthered early looked down on Eu-
clid nvenue where a continuous iine
of motor vehicles puffed up the stecp
and curving ascent like a parade of
glow wormes,

The Flaming Cross, symbhnl of the
Klansmen, burned go  brightly it
could be seen for miles. It made
somebady think there was a house
burning and at the hoight of the
excercises the moan of sevarinl sirens
announced the approach of fire ap-
paratus which had nothing to do but
to coast back to cengine houses to
cool off over-exercised motors.
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accentunte the musical comedy chor-
uses in the playhouses, weré brightly
Nighting the park when firat comers
'arrived. The audience arrived In
pailrs, many of them enjoying the
excijement of 'believing they were
nhout to spy on a mysterious gath-
ering of the Klan. It was rather
disappointing to these knowing onesa
to find the stage apparently set for
a well planned public pageant.

TWo, "spreind lights,” the kind that |

One or twe hooded men paced
!through the crowd myateriously be-
fore a third shouted in a voice quite
human and recognizable; “Richmond
Klan over this way."” A dozen white
forms of imen wnlked to where a
.amall packing box had bheen placed
‘as a pulpit. Slowly sixty other
. knightd, supposedly members of the
Rerkeley and Oakland Klans joined
i thelr white-rohhed bretheren from
"iehmond. A torch wax applied to a
, metal cross wrapped with oll-soaked
1 rags.

Horsemen Arrive,

Then further up in the hills flar-
ing red lights were reen. They moved
|mpidly down winding streets of
1 houseless blocks. Then camse the
click of horges’ hoofs and in another
minute four mounted Klansmen
drove within the white circle. Each
{ rider held a torch. It made an im-
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THATD 'y"n civilian attire played tha-
Introductory - rtralns  of “America”
“uand after the Knights hnd sung that
I number and the hymn “In the Cross
!nf Christ and Glory,” one of the
| Knights stepped from line to the
.1 box pulpit, pulled oft his hood and
1nfl’ered up a prayer for the Ku Klux
{Klan. He followed by preaching a
‘sormon on the Resurrection after a
“fow remnrka regarding the ordey
t 'The speaker stated he was a min-
“ister of the gospel. He declared thut
“the Ku Klux Klan had been falsely
i nccused of being a lawleas order by
"its enemlies and the enemies’ press
| which delighted in laying all sorts
. of ¢crime at the door of the Klans-
!
!
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iman. “The Ku Klux Klan stands
for the religion of Jesus Christ,” he
rald, “and the resurrection of Jesus
-Christ.”

He .compared the rise of Christ
from the tomb to the awakening of
Americanism by the Klansmen
which he declared stood for Ameri-
canisin and Rightaousness.

It was during the mermon that the
airens sounded and the fire depart-
ment, responding to a telephone mes-
sage that a fire was In progress,
climbed Euclid avenue's
hille. The crowd was quicK to rea-
lize what had prompted their trip
and the “spread lighta” disclosed
many smiling faces. Services werc
closed by the singing of "Onward
Christian Soldlers,” the crowd aug-
menting the Knights. The dispersing
command was: “Knights will disrobe
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in the clubhouse.”



